It is a fact well recognised by medical officers of Child Welfare Centres that at a preventive clinic only a limited number of cases can be satisfactorily dealt with in an afternoon session. At such a centre the main aim is educative, so that in addition to the time spent in the clinical examination of the infant, time must also be allowed for the education of the mother in the simple rules of infant hygiene as they specially refer to her individual needs. It is obvious, therefore, that at such a centre all cases presenting themselves cannot be seen and examined by the medical officer on every occasion, unlike an ordinary clinic whose primary object is the cure of disease, at which a much larger number of cases can be seen in the same time.
At largely attended centres, the trained health visitor has to discriminate between those cases which require to be seen by the medical officer on every occasion, and those which need only be seen at longer intervals ; any simple method of assisting her in her selection of cases, therefore, must necessarily be of value. At the time the measurements were taken, the infant was subjected to a very careful clinical examination, noting especially (i) the quality of the blood, (2) the contents of fat of the skin, (3) the tension of the skin through the water contents contained therein, and (4) 
